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Abstract

Ai-kyougen (interlude) of a noh play “Yumiyahata”:
Convergence to the god Hachiman’s Majesty

Erito IIZUKA

The narrative part of the interlude of Noh performance “Yumiyahataha” was divided
into 16 articles. By checking the presence or absence of these articles in the various books
of Ai-Kyogen, and by classifying the articles into original and derivative articles, the “core”
of the narrative section of Ai-Kyogen in “Yumiyahata” was clarified. In the “core”, there
were two main points: the reason why the “Hatsu-U no ritual” is the most important
ritual at the Iwashimizu Hachimangu Shrine (where “Yumiyahata” is set), and the fact
that Empress Jingu, the mother of the god Hachiman (Emperor Ohjin), received the will
of the gods and was protected as she conquered foreign lands.

By adding derivative articles that deify Empress Jingu to this “core”, some books
reinforce the authority of Emperor Ojin, the son of Empress Jingu, as the god Hachiman.
Some books also added specific names of places and quantities of materials to make the
interlude longer and more interesting to the audience. The “Kyogen Shusei book” and the
“Tokuhei book” were similar in many of their derivatives compared to the other books. In
“Fukugenkan book”, there is articles about the work of the kyogen actor that is not found
in the chant text, such as “Ai(kyogen actor) prepares a box of the bow to bring it for the
emperor’s retainer”.
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