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Toughness and Foresight of Hidetoshi Kato:
A Study Using Masakazu Nakai's Concepts of Medium and Mittel
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Abstract

Hidetoshi Kato was oriented toward the “other-oriented” concept of David Riesman’s
“The Lonely Crowd,” and idealized inter-mediated communication with complicated society,
which is suitable for learning sciences. Kato's stance, however, requires intellectual toughness
because of the limitations of cognitive resources and the potential for cognitive dissonance.

We will first summarize cognitive theory, mediation theory, and communication theory
as prior research linked to cognitive resource theory and Festinger’s cognitive dissonance
theory. Then, by examining Masakazu Nakai’'s concepts of medium and mittel and his concept
of imperial censors, “kankan (7 E )" in Japanese, we will create evaluation items to analyze
Kato's function in postwar media history. As a result, we can evaluate Kato as a seer who
boldly presents even unacceptable events and has a long-term, macroscopic, or in other words,
system thinking. From this, we can summarize that Kato’s function in postwar media history
as Bubble era was showing the real picture of postwar Japan as a seer to observe and describe
a large number of concrete events, and to be good at depicting reality in a macroscopic way
without leaving anything out. Furthermore, it can be summarized that by discovering sharp
points of view, Kato was able to arouse the disgust of intellectuals who did not have the capacity
to accept them and those who did not have the luxury of cognitive resources.
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