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Panel: Contrastive Study for Considerate Expressions

Organizer: YAMAOKA Masaki, KODA Naomi

Presenters: YAMAOKA Masaki, KODA Naomi, MAKIHARA Tsutomu, ONO Masaki, NISHIDA

Koichi, LI Qinan, Lina ALI

Panel Introduction: The Overview of this Panel (KODA)

Presentation 1: How Universal are Considerate Expressions? (YAMAOKA)

Presentation 2: On the Considerate Expressions in Japanese. (MAKIHARA, ONO)

Presentation 3: On the Considerate Expressions in English. (NISHIDA)

Presentation 4: On the Considerate Expressions in Chinese. (LI)

Presentation 5: On the Considerate Expressions in Arabic. (ALI)

MR FRFIZ XL D% F 1 “How Universal are Considerate Expressions?” Tl, F 7 EEF
Bl (considerate expressions) & WO FREDOEZF ZX DXL, L FDO X 9 RiAELIT - 7=,

What is “Considerate Expressions”?

In the current research of Japanese linguistics, our interests in a category called “considerate
expressions” are increasing. This topic is closely related to politeness. As is well known, politeness
is a context-dependent interpersonal regulative act that is not inherently fixed to specific linguistic
forms. In Japanese linguistics, however, it has been pointed out that specific words and phrases
seem to perform politeness function as a second or third sense of the words or phrases.

An example of considerate expressions is a phrase “tsumaranai-mono-desu-ga...” (= This item
is a low value..., but I give you it.). It is a well-known address when giving a gift, and a kind of
negative politeness to avoid giving some psychological burden to the recipient. Japanese people
have many opportunities giving some gifts to their relatives or benefactors. While they frequently
use negative politeness expression, this phrase might be conventionalized.

We have decided the definition of considerate expressions as below:

Considerate expressions are linguistic expressions that have been conventionalized to
such an extent that they are used in interpersonal communication for maintaining as good a
relationship as possible with other people. (Yamaoka(2015) , Yamaoka (ed.) (2019: 38))

To put simply, we can paraphrase it as conventionalized politeness expressions.

ik E ., BERBZ BT 5B L (conventionalization) BIRIZHOWT, HAFED
Blgd [H ol ) DEBOBRBEOTREZMAL, 7oA AREOBEMEREICFKLL TV
L FrtRIZHOWTH L,
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