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Confrontation of the cultural traditions in Maclntyre
— The Way to Thomism in “Whose Justice? Which Rationality?” ——

Naoki KUWABARA

999

Last year, I wrote an article titled “Rereading “After Virtue”, where I checked on common
points and differences between the standpoint of Alasdair MacIntyre in his work “After
Virtue (A.V.)” which made him known widely in Japan and my own standpoint. As the result,
some pending problems after A.V. became clear. In the background of Maclntyre’s claim for
the restoration of the virtue, there is “the realism for the universal order”. Such a “realism”
presupposes “community of the friendship” supporting the approach to this “realism”. And
there are plural possibilities for such a “community”. How those communities are connected
to “the realism for the universal order” is one problem. Another problem is the evaluation
about the superiority and inferiority between such plural ways.

Maclntyre works on such problems in his next thick book following A.V., “Whose Justice?
Which Rationality? (WJ.W.R.)”. In this article, I examined Maclntyre’s approach to such
problems in WJ.W.R. as a sequel to my article of the last year.

Distinction of “goods of effectiveness” and “goods of excellence” and the defense of the
latter against the former have been the claim of MacIntyre from A.V. to WJW.R. In WJ.W.R.,
Maclntyre first treats the thought-tradition of until the so-called virtue ethic are established.
It is the development of the thought-tradition from Homer and his influence, Plato, Aristotle,
Augustine, and Thomas Aquinas. This genealogy is the tradition in support of the “goods of
excellence”. Then, Maclntyre handles and criticized a stream of modern ethical thought as
one thought-tradition where the virtue ethics and the viewpoint to “goods of excellence” are
lost. It is a stream from the Scottish enlightenment and Hume to the modern liberalism.

In this article, I surveyed the development of the thought tradition in support of the
“goods of excellence”, i.e. that of from Plato to Thomas Aquinas, paying special attention to
the confrontation of each thought-tradition to another.

As the result of my consideration, it was made clear that Plato and Aristotle and Thomas
showed routes for “goods of excellence” against “goods of effectiveness” in dialectical form.
The acts of dialectics are essentially always “under construction”. It shows the reaching
point of the open ended enquiry at the time. MacIntyre wanted to point out that the key
of the pending problem called the confrontation of the different cultural traditions is how
sufficiently the dialectical enquiry was done. Thomas Aquinas was shown as “the peak”

of such dialectical works. It may be said that it is because Thomas showed the acme in
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comprehensiveness of the material and in thoroughness of the systematism in his work.
However, Maclntyre seems to find the modern validity of “the Thomistic realism” in
Thomas’ theory of natural law rather than in his virtue ethics itself. At this point I am in a
delicate relation with Maclntyre’s direction, because I have been studying the structure of
Thomas’ virtue ethics itself. The dialogue with Maclntyre in this point is a pending problem
for me. Furthermore, the examination about the latter half of W,J.W.R., where Maclntyre
criticizes the stream from Scottish enlightenment to the modern liberalism, is also a pending

problem.
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