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Study of the Stone Beads Excavated from Kunomukaibada Tombs

HISANAGA, Masahiro, MURAKUSHI, Madoka

This study investigated 12 beads excavated from Kunoumukaibara tombs using macroscopy and
other scientific methods. The beads were manufactured from serpentinite and carved by two different
tools. It is suggested that the 12 stone beads were manufactured at the same workshop because there are
manufactured from isologous serpentinite using an isologous technique. The beads chemical compositions
were determined via XRF and their densities using the Archimedes method. Macroscopical and scientific
analysis of the beads both confirm that they were manufactured from isologous stone. The 12 stone beads

provide important information on bead production and distribution at the end of the Kofun period.
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