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Iron Implement Production System in an Ancient Japanese Government-owned Workshop: A

Reexamination of the Kanoko-C Site

KOYA,Ryota

Prior research has considered the historical significance, characteristics and transition of iron
implement production in ancient Japanese government-owned workshops. However, reconstructive
research on the flow of production of specific products is limited because of the existence of many iron
products whose use is unknown. The production system in government-owned workshops is expected to
be strongly linked to the government's response to public demand and clarifying this will contribute to
exploring the characteristics of regional domination in ancient Japan.

Therefore, this paper examined the iron implement production system at the Kanoko-C site. Since
extensive iron implements with known uses and functions have been excavated at this site, reconstructive
research on the production system is being undertaken.

This paper examined the production system of scales of armor considering feature transitions and the
distribution of the artifacts.

Analysis determined the transition in the scale production system from the beginning of the Kanoko-C
site to its abandonment. In particular, the conversion from a small-scale production system to a large-
scale one, which is thought to have occurred immediately after the construction of the site, shows the
flexible response of the provincial headquarters to large-scale demand, changes that were possibly not
expected during the foundation of the workshop. It is probable that the provincial headquarters in ancient
Japan had an artisan ranking system and an organizational system that made it possible to create this type

of production system.
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