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Kite sites at the southwestern foot of Mount Aragats, Armenia

ONUMA, Shuhei

Kite site, named for their kite like shape, were discovered in the Jordanian Black Desert by at Royal
Air Force pilot after World War I, and have since been confirmed throughout West Asia. It is a general
term referring to the remains of large stone lines, which are composed of three elements: an enclosure,
a guiding wall, and a hiding place. Most of Kite sites are belived to be hunting traps used for the
efficient capture ungulates. There are two different dates of 7,000 BC and the 4,000 BC, posited for their
emergence, but neither is based on definitive evidence.

This article discusses the Kite sites at the southwestern foot of Mt. Aragats South Caucasus region
of the Republic of Armenia. The author conducted two excavations and a survey at Lernagog Kite
Site-1 in September 2018 which revealed long-term use and reuse of stones. In addition, by setting
nine classification criteria and morphological analysis was performed on 76 kite sites in the target area
confirmed using © Google Earth. As a result, in the southwestern foot of Mt. Aragats, groups of kite sites
classified into three area according to the type of enclosure. As such, it is now possible to point out the

difference in the function, age or construction of these areas.
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