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Examination of Japanese Educational System from the Viewpoint
of Japanese Youth’s Recognition of “Significance of Attending Schools™:
Comparing with Dropouts’ and Youth’s Recognition in Each Country

Kenta OYAMADA

The purpose of this paper is to examine how Japanese schools and the educational system
can be reformed or improved by clarifying what expectation and recognition that today’s Japanese
youth have of their school lives by analyzing the results of the large-scale survey data.

The data for this secondary analysis, "International Survey of Youth Attitude, 2018,
Cabinet Office (Director General for Policies on Cohesive Society)," was provided by the Social
Science Japan Data Archive, Center for Social Research and Data Archives, Institute of Social
Science at the University of Tokyo. This data provides the in-depth details of the results from
comparing the responses of Japanese youth with dropouts and youth in each country, which
allows this study to grasp the response tendencies and characteristics of Japanese youth.

As a result of the analysis, this paper discovers a significant tendency that Japanese youth
don’t recognize the instrumental elements of their school lives clearly compared to the youth of
other countries. This paper defines the instrumental function of schools as those trying to get the
students to acquire knowledge and skills that directly linked to future professions or social status.
On the other hand, this paper also illuminates another tendency that Japanese youth recognize
the consummatory elements in their school lives relatively. The consummatory function of schools
is defined as what emphasizes immediate fulfillment and staying comfortable at school here and
now.

Moreover, this paper suggests the exclusivity of Japanese schools and the educational
system to Japanese dropouts. Therefore, it is important to create Japanese schools and the
educational system that can teach the students various values of “significance of attending
schools” and “satisfaction with school life.” In addition, the analysis of the results indicates that
there is a great potential to include the dropouts in Japanese schools and the educational system

through educational activities emphasizing the instrumental function of schools.
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