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A Discussion of History Education regarding ‘Living Together’
A Clue from the National Curriculum and Examinations of History
at Senior High School Phase in the Republic of South Africa

Masayasu SAKAGUCHI

The purpose of this article is to discuss history education regarding ‘living together’. In
doing so, this article analyses the national curriculum (which was introduced in 2011) and
examinations (which were conducted in Novembers in 2014—2020) of history at senior high school
phase in the Republic of South Africa (RSA) as basis for discussion.

From the analysis, this article suggests, first, in the above-mentioned curriculum, the
importance of interpreting the ‘past’ as ‘history’ — and separating the two — by adducing various
pieces of evidence seems to be promoted. Furthermore, the results show that the curriculum
seems to promote diversity in the interpretation process by including not only written materials
but also narrative evidences such as interviews and songs. Second, this article indicates that the
curriculum promotes learning of the two-sided nature of ‘nationalism’. Additionally, the
curriculum is shown to promote the learning of ‘nationalism’ using a variety of examples such as
Europe, the Middle East, and Africa. Third, this article suggests that in the curriculum, ‘race’ is
described as a concept that has been socially constructed. Fourth, this article indicates that in the
above-mentioned national examinations, questions seem to have been established not to evaluate
the learners’ memories but to evaluate how they can create their own statements regarding past
events using varied information.

In conclusion, this article discusses history education regarding ‘living together’ by
indicating affinities between the characteristics of RSA and the existing discussion in the context
of Japanese language. Specifically, this article provides sources for discussions on history
education from social constructive perspectives by visualising particular examples of RSA.
Furthermore, this article argues that the example of RSA can be said to be meaningful in terms of
questioning ‘authority’ (unity) and promoting diversity by focusing not only written materials but

also narrative evidences for interpreting the ‘past’ as ‘history.’





