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Current Situation and Issues
in the Connection between History Education in High Schools and Universities:
Consideration of Connection between Social Studies Education and Social Science Education

Tomochika OKAMOTO

This study discusses optimal approaches to linking high school history education with
university history education. Particularly, we focus on problems and challenges when considering
the connection between social studies education and social science education.

The discussion broadly covers the following three points.

The first concept expresses the concern that the knowledge of and information about history
may become mere symbols in a society where the study of history is relatively motivated by
examinations. The results of some surveys on social awareness found that knowledge acquisition
in the study of history often does not go beyond a surface-level understanding of a given topic and
is not necessarily linked to a deep understanding of the past and present states of society.

Second, a textbook screening system and a characteristic textbook selection system exist in
Japanese education. Thus, the historical narratives presented in schools have been controlled.
When a dominant historical narrative is taught in schools as a package, it can be difficult for
students to gain an understanding of the processes by which knowledge is produced. In other words,
the academic approaches of history and the social sciences may have been abandoned at the stage
of secondary education.

Third, within university education, it may be necessary to unlearn previously acquired
knowledge. As an introduction to social sciences education, it is essential for students to acquire
an understanding of the context that constitutes the background and type of circumstances in
which the dominant narratives that they acquired prior to university were formed. In addition, it
would also be useful for university educators to have knowledge of the current situation of social
studies in high school and an understanding of students’ intellectual assumptions when students
start their specialized education in universities.

This paper draws the following two conclusions. First, there is a need for the study of history
in high school to fully incorporate the results of the study of history as a discipline. Second, the
experience of the study of history needs to be increasingly organically linked to the subsequent
study of social sciences in general in universities. The significance of high school-university

collaboration lies in making both compatible with each other.





