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Peer Relationships Among Immigrant Students in Multicultural Environment
at a Japanese School: A Fieldwork at X Middle School

Zahra Fathiya CEVA
Ichiko SHOJI

The purpose of this fieldwork study is to examine immigrant students and their
peers experience and develop peer relationships in a multicultural environment at a
Japanese school. In particular, this study presents case studies of three 1.5 generation
immigrant students enrolled in Japanese public middle school. Data collection consists of
participant observation, semi-structured interviews, and unstructured interviews. The
analysis of the three case studies highlighted ‘racial color blindness’ and students’
tendencies to avoid contact in situations where conflicts and communication problems are
anticipated, as factors hindering the development of peer relationship between immigrant
students and majority group. It also explores the roles of immigrant peer groups in
expanding peer networks. Finally, it discusses in detail how mutual engagements between
immigrant students and their peers, as well as teacher’s interventions, facilitate the

development of positive peer relations in a multicultural class.
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