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Study of ‘Events’ Triggering the Concept of Death in Children

Yoshinori KATO
Ichiko SHOJI

The purpose of this study was to clarify the frequency of children’s awareness of death
realistically and objectively in daily life, and verify the specific contents and age of experiencing
events that trigger this concept. The formation of the concept of death in this study referred to the
disappearance of animism from the child's understanding, and recognition of finite life. The study
was conducted on children in the 5th and 6th grades of elementary school (M=372) by verifying
the frequency of recognizing the finiteness of life, the event, and the age when an experience
triggered the concept. As a result, in the frequency of recognizing finiteness, the gender difference
was observed and the frequency of nearly 90% was more than once. Six categories were obtained
and some children had experienced at least one of them before entering elementary school.
However, the opportunity to think about the finiteness of life given by school education might be

transient.





