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Factors for Students Connected to Foreign Countries to Graduate from High School:
Case Studies of a Part-time High School

Makiko HABAZAKI
Ichiko SHOJI

Part-time high schools have the problem that the ratio of students who drop out or change
schools is high. A large number of students connected to foreign countries who need Japanese
language learning are enrolled in part-time high schools. Their dropouts and transfers are also
serious issues. Narrative of foreign students attending part-time high schools showed a clear
difference between students graduating from the school and students transferring to another
school. The factor leading to graduation of foreign students who need Japanese language learning
was not only language learning but also a relationship of trust with teachers. When they entered
high school, they were pessimistic compared to their school life in their home country. It takes
more than a year for students to accept the current school life in Japanese high schools and begin
to positively grasp the current state. When they could get rid of their current dissatisfaction and
pessimism, they could go to high school every day for four years and graduate. It became clear
that the relationship with the teachers had a great influence on the factors that accepted the
current situation. By building relationship of trust between students and teachers, part-time high
schools can function as schools that supports the growth of foreign students to adapt in Japanese

society.





