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Children's Social Laughter in School Situations:
Focusing on theSocial Function of Laughter

Riku KOMATASUBARA
Ichiko SHOJI

Laughter is an important element of the social life. The purpose of this study was to clarify
the social function of children’s laughter in their school lives by analyzing their communications.
To accomplish this purpose, children’s laughter was observed and analyzed the incentives and the
structure that caused laughter. First, as a result, it is clarified that laughter is caused by two main
incentives, a perceptive-motional and a linguistic cognitive one. Second, the structure where
children communicate in laughter was analyzed. Consequently, it is also clarified that laughter
has an interactive connection and an undirected function. In their school lives, laughter creates
an interactive relationship of children through visual, auditory and verbal communication.
Laughter allows us to share our feeling by visualization of a pleasant feeling. The experience of
laughing with peers enhances their feeling of homogeneity. On the other hand, it excludes those
who cannot share laughter with others. Also, laughter sometimes hurts laughed children because

it exposes their superiority, inferiority and foreignness in the structure of laugh-laughed.
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