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Formative Process of “School Caste” in Junior High School Students:
Qualitative Investigation by M-GTA

Yusuke NOMURA

Ichiko SHOJI

The concept "School Caste" is focused as related to bullying and considered to relate to peer
groups' dominance among students in Japan. The purpose of this study was to examine how “School
Caste” is formed among junior high school students, considering the effect on both students and
teachers. In this study, we defined “School Caste” as the hierarchy or status of peer groups in the
classroom. To examine this purpose, we implemented the semi-structured interview. The subjects
were 12 university students and graduate students and 9 junior high schoﬁl teachers. In the
interview. they were asked to talk about their peers, their students, hierarchy or status in the
classroom and so on. The data was analyzed by M-GTA. As a result of the students' interview, 3
phases were found as a formative process on "School Caste". The phases were, 1) group forming, 2)
hierarchy and status forming, 3) hierarchy and status fixing (result 1). On the other hand, we found
4 phases from teachers, that is, 1) mutual understanding, 2) group forming, 3) hierarchy and status
comprehending, 4) hierarchy and status fixing (result 2). Finally, from the result 1 and 2, we
concluded that the formative process of “School Caste” divided into 5 phases, that is, 1) students
understanding, 2) group forming, 3) hierarchy and status forming, 4) hierarchy and status
comprehending, 5) hierarchy and status fixing. In the process of “School Caste” forming, the

students' and teachers' interaction was suggested.
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