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Abstract

During the Bunsei period of the Edo era, the threat of cholera arrived in
Japan causing unprecedented fear and confusion. The spread of cholera by
Dutch merchant ships led to numerous deaths of individuals in big cities,
such as Edo, Osaka, and Kyoto, owing to the dense population and active
traffic in urban areas. Thus, this study aims to decipher the recorded con-
tents of “Popularity,” the resultant experience of the cholera disaster during
the Edo period.

At the time, various phenomena, such as sudden death among patients
suffering from cholera and severe dehydration, have been interpreted in con-
nection with the belief in Inari. Later, in the Meiji era, rumors of cholera,
folklores, and the humanoid criminal image, as well as the conspiracy-
theoretic narratives that accompanied them, were compared to the popular
cholera in the Edo and Meiji eras. As such, the difference in understanding
became clearer. In other words, the understanding of infectious diseases at a
given time reflects the degree of intervention from the national government.
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