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The Collapse and Transition of the Family as an
Intimate Sphere:
The Dining Table in Yoshimitsu Morita’s Family Game
(1983) and Kitchen (1989)

Yui HAYAKAWA

This paper discusses the collapse and transition of the family as an
intimate sphere from the perspective of the dining table. The family has had
a sort of privileged position as an intimate sphere, and the family dining
space has been a symbolic space of this intimate sphere. However, this
mythical narrative expired after the 1960s. This paper discusses how the
dining table and the family were transformed in Japanese film after losing
their traditional meaning as an intimate sphere, analyzing Yoshimitsu
Morita’s works in the 1980s.

First, this paper focuses on how the dining table is depicted and how
the family is re-considered when the dining table as an intimate sphere
collapses. In Family Game, the recurring dining table scene emphasizes the
mutual indifference between family members, in contrast to the existing
value of family gatherings. This mutual indifference between family
members suggests the collapse of the existing view of the family rather than
the mere collapse of the narrative family (the Numata family). Another
section analyzes how the family, once disintegrated in this way, transitions
from Kitchen. The film depicts how each character is liberated from the
existing family structure and builds a new family of their own. The dining
table functions as a space that shows the process of reconstructing the
family, and is not depicted as a privileged space from the beginning.

Therefore, in the home dramas of the 1980s, the existing view of the
family as an intimate sphere collapsed, and at the same time, the privileged
nature of the dining table was also lost. In recent years, however, as family
relationships have become more tenuous, the dining table has tended to take
on a more privileged role in demonstrating spiritual ties, and the

relationship between the two can be said to be complex.



