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Considering the Possibility of Futures for Beings Whose
Future is Denied:
An Asexual Interpretation of Judith Butler's Bodies
That Matter

Reina IMURA

After publication of the original in 1993, the long-awaited Japanese translation of
Judith Butler’s Bodies That Matter: On the Discursive Limits of “Sex” was published
in May 2021. By extending discussion of this book to the asexual problem system, I
want to show the possibility of futures for beings whose future is denied.

The main point of Bodies That Matter seems to be the exclusion that makes for
natural, pre-discursive matter and finding hope in the possibility of deviation in
repetition. Butler analyzes the discourse that establishes the pre-discursive via a
thorough deconstruction, showing that the very power that repetition empowers can
also be displaced by repetition.

Notably, Butler mainly treats the discussion of homosexuality and women as
“foreclosed,” but that discussion is not confined to homosexuality and women. Butler
refuses to monopolize the sphere of exclusion, and the author's stance of
thoroughgoing deconstruction and performativity calls for openness and change.

In this paper, I will connect the three bodies exposed to exclusion in Bodies That
Matter, using such keywords as asexuality, death, future, nonhuman, and reproduction.
In the paper’s first section, I will present an asexual reading of Chapter 2 of Bodies
That Matter. In the second section, I will consider the ambivalent subject, referring to
Butler’s interpretation of Paul’s death in Chapter 5. In the third section, I will consider
the body of the shrimp as a body that is disidentified with regulatory norms to

materialize gender differences.



