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This study examines articulation of ﬁreschool education and primary
education in Switzerland and France from the viewpoint of the compulsory education. In Switzerland,

elementary education for 8 years including schooling from age 4 was institutionalized in 2007, and
also in France, compulsory education from the age of 3 was introduced in 2020. Although there are
differences in the background of reform between the two countries, we can find the same logic on the
importance of preschool education which affect on the primary education. Compulsory education from
age of 3 or 4 is institutionalized based on the principle of equal opportunity, with particular
emphasis on language education. It is based on the perspective of preparation for the primary
education rather than holistic one of early child hood education and care.
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