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The fundamental principles of free, public and public funding in public
libraries are facing major global changes. Consequently, the philosophy of public libraries needs to
be restructured in order to ensure the public nature of education and equalize informal educational
opportunities. We examined the decline of the public value of libraries due to the neoliberalism,
and a remodeling of the philosophical foundation of public libraries was attempted to solve this
problem. We regarded public libraries as a countermeasure against the privatization of cultural
administration that is progressing worldwide, and reexamined the state of public libraries
historically and culturally based on social justice related to access to information and culture. In
addition to empirically elucidating the actual situation of public libraries in transition, we
rebuilt the ideal foundation of a robust public library that can withstand social and cultural
changes in the 21st century.
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