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The folk olive customs in Tunisia have survived in the complex cultural
context that has been influenced by several Mediterranean cultures, even under Islamic domination.
Due to the similarity to Moroccan customs, they are found to be on a form of beliefs in edible
plants, and simultaneously of a complex of edible plants and saint veneration, both were once widely

seen in North Africa. A gradual process of Islamization was found at the relation between saints
and natural objects in the border between Islam and Amazigh cultures. In contrast, in the less
affected village of Amazigh, the images of ancestors, spirits, saints, and mothers were represented
multiply in the olive trees and revered. Based on this study, it becomes clear that the veneration
for the olive trees is a religious experience of trees developed by olive farming and has the
function of regenerating individuals and communities.
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