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The Process of Compiling the First Volume of The Guide to New Education
in Japan by the Ministry of Education:
Focusing on the Role and Actions of Shuhei Ishiyama

Syoya AOYAGI

The purpose of this paper is to reveal the process of compiling the first volume of The Guide to New
Education in Japan, which was prepared by the Ministry of Education immediately after the end of World War
II for the purpose of re-orientation of teachers. The approach to achieve this goal is to trace the role and actions
of Shuhei Ishiyama, who was Chief of the Second (First) Compiling Section of the Textbook Bureau of the
Ministry of Education and a professor at Tokyo Bunrika University, with attention given to the changes in the
position of this document in the context of policy of that time.

As a result of this study, the following points were revealed. The compilation of The Guide to New
Education in Japan began in November 1945 and it was published in successive volumes from May 1946
onward. The reason behind the publication process can be said to have been the intention to suppress the
influence of the First US. Educational Mission Report as much as possible. Most of the manuscript for Part A
of the first volume was prepared between Ishiyama and ]. W. Barnard of the Education Division of the Civil
Information and Education Section (CIE). In the end, this part of the book was published hastily, leaving
problems such as the “Emperor System” unresolved. Part B of the first volume, under the charge of J. C.
Trainor, Assistant Director of the Education Division of the CIE, was revised by others within the CIE
Education Division and the Ministry of Education, resulting in a mosaic of texts. Behind these twists and turns
were delays caused by repeated revisions to the plan and manuscript due to the lack of stability in the
document’s role and position in education reform policy





