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Abstract

This article aims to theoretically organize the narrative structure of a mo-
tive for a crime. Thus, I discuss the relationship between narrative and a
criminal motive from the perspective of the vocabularies of motive theory,
based on the writings of Shun Inoue (1977, 1997).

According to C. Wright Mills’ theory of vocabularies of motive, a motive
represents a vocabulary for social communication after an act rather than an
internal state prior to that act. Inoue expands the theory of vocabularies of
motive and attempts to connect it with narratology. Inoue demonstrates that
the cognitive order of the motive is composed narratively, and he sets the
motive as a narrative kind. This article concurs with Inoue in considering
the motive to be a narrative kind, and attempts to further develop the vo-
cabularies of motive theory.

In considering the motive for a crime, this article substantiates Inoue’s ar-
gument regarding the various normative elements in the narrative construc-
tion of motive. Specifically, this article discusses the narrative structure of a
criminal motive; “evil causes evil”. Finally, it addresses the relationship be-
tween a controller and a criminal; a controller defines or assesses a crimi-

nal’s motives.

Key words: vocabularies of motive, crime, narrative
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