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The purpose of this paper is to re—examine one of the topics in sexuality
research, the experience of sexual minorities (Tojishasei), which has been in-
fluenced by the queer context since the 1990s. Lesbian facing heterosexism
were chosen as the target group. Through analyzing activity records, group
discussions, and interviews of one lesbian community in Tokyo, I elaborate
the establishment of Tojishasei and Cooperativeness in the scene.

The tendency of individualization shown in the records brings the possibil-
ity for some participants to raise the “no problem” claim which is based on a
cognitive framework of the disconnection between “lifestyle” and “work-
places”. Although this disconnection has shown the dynamics of heterosex-
ism, the structural explanation has its limitation, which was revealed by in-
dividuals’insisting this disconnection as well. Therefore, I confirm the exis-
tence of “I am also a lesbian” attitude through the examination of individual
narratives. This attitude can not only form a community confined to the pri-
vate sphere, but also eliminate the problems raised by the disconnection.
Furthermore it enables lesbians to voice out their issues to the public sphere
in some institutional practices in the society.
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