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B EHERK 40 A 29 27 26

NI/ BB 16/3 13/3 13/1 11/1

I/ BEH 10/1 5/0 6/0 4/0

NI/ BB 3/0 5/0 2/0 2/1

FATL/ B 6/1 3/0 3/2 4/3
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[Abstract)

History of Oralism Movement in Japan 1925~1942
—Development from the Japan Oralism Promotion Association initiated by a Parent
to the Deaf Education Promotion Foundation led by the Ministry of Education Officials—

Makio NAKAMURA
(Emeritus Professor, University of Tsukuba and Fukuyama City University)

The purpose of this paper is to examine the historical significance of the Japan Association to Promote
Speech and Speech Reading for the Deaf(JAPSSRD, formed in 1925) and the Association to Promote the
Education of the Deaf Foundation (APEDF, reorganized in 1931) from an educational and social perspective,
and to reevaluate the roles of Yoshinosuke Nishikawa of JAPSSRD and Unosuke Kawamoto of APEDF.

JAPSSRD is the first nationwide private movement for the education of children with disabilities in Japan,
started by Yoshinosuke Nishikawa, a businessman and parent of a deaf child, with the cooperation of
Tokuichi Hashimura, a teacher of education for the deaf, and Unosuke Kawamoto, a pedagogue who
converted to education for the deaf. The main supporters were doctors of otolaryngology at medical
universities. The social response to the fact that “even dumb children can learn to speak™ was enormous,
and schools for the deaf using the oral method were established in many places. However, a few years
later, JAPSSRD found itself short of funds and weak as an organizing body and was reorganized as APEDF.

APEDF, which was promoted by Ministry of Education officials such as former Vice-Minister of Education
Yoshiharu Tadokoro and was based on a stronger organizational foundation composed of conglomerates
and upper social strata, complemented the policies of the Ministry by contributing to the development of
education for the deaf. The theory and method of the oralism movement of Unosuke Kawamoto, the
Executive Director of APEDF, was part of his pedagogical research based on the latest Western
information. However, his ill-founded argument was inadequate for not a few deaf children who were not
suitable for the oral method.

key words

oralism movement in Prewar Japan; Japan Association to Promote Speech and Speech Reading for the
Deaf; Association to Promote the Education of the Deaf Foundation; Yoshinosuke Nisihikawa; Unosuke
Kawamoto; Yoshiharu Tadokoro
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