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PART F. YAP ISLANDS COUNCIL: (Section 1252-1274) 

 

Section 1252. Yap Islands Municipal Magistrates. There shall be a Yap Islands Council comprised 

of the elected Magistrates of each Municipality of the Yap Islands Proper.  The Council shall have 

a chairman and a Vice-Chairman, elected from among its membership by a majority vote.  The 

Chairman and Vice-Chairman shall serve or the duration of each Council until a new Council is 

elected.  The Council shall conduct its meetings under such rules and precedures (sic.) as it shall 

adopt. 

(Amended by YDL 71(1)60. 

 

PART G. OUTER ISLAND CHIEF’S COUNCIL: (Section 1275-1299) 

 

Section 1275.  Outer Islands Chiefs Council. There is hereby created an Outer Islands Chiefs 

Council comprised of the eighteen traditional Chiefs of the Outer Islands and the one traditional 

King of the Outer Islands who shall serve as the President of the Council.  Each member shall be 

determined by customary rules of succession.  The Council shall conduct its meeting under such 

rules as it shall adopt. 

(Amended by YDL 72(2)-19.) 

 

 

YAP DISTRICT CHARTER (1978) 

 

ARTICLE   III  The Legislature 

 

Section 17.  A certified copy of every bill which shall have passed the Legislature shall be 

presented to the Council of Pilung and the Council of Tamol for consideration.  The Council shall 

have the power to disapprove a bill which concerns tradition and custom or the role or function of a 

traditional leader as recognized by tradition and custom.  The Council shall be the judge of the 

concernment of such bill. 
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ARTICLE VI. Councils of Traditional Leaders 

 

Section 1.  There shall be a Council of Pilung and Council of Tamol which shall exercise 

legislative, judicial and executive functions which concern tradition and custom as prescribed by 

this Charter or by statue.  

 

Section 2.  The Council of Pilung shall be composed of traditional leaders of the respective 

municipalities of the Yap Islands Proper. The traditional leaders of each municipality shall appoint 

one member to the Council and provide for the manner of succession. 

 

Section 3. The Council of Tamol shall be composed of traditional leaders of the respective 

municipalities of the Outer Islands. The traditional leaders of each municipality shall appoint one 

member to the Council and provide for his succession.  The Chairman of the Council shall be the 

paramount traditional leader recognized by the people of the Outer Islands. 

 

 

CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF YAP (1982) 

 

ARTICLE III.  Traditional Leaders and Tradition 

 

Section 1. There shall be a Council of Pilung and Council of Tamol which shall perform functions 

which concern tradition and custom. 

 

Section 2. Due recognition shall be given to traditions and customs in providing a system of law, 

and nothing in this constitution shall be construed to limit or invalidate any recognized tradition or 

custom. 

 

ARTICLE V.  The Legislature 

 

Section 16.  A certified copy of every bill which shall have passed the Legislature shall be 

presented to the Council of Pilung and the Council of Tamol for consideration.  The Council shall 

have the power to disapprove a bill which concerns tradition and custom or the role or function of a 

traditional leader as recognized by tradition and custom.  The Council shall be the judge of the 
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