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I gave an overview of idols and graduation, starting with the Takarazuka Revue, and Seiko Matsuda as
one of the goals. In Takarazuka, ‘graduation’ is used in the two senses of graduating from a music school and
leaving the opera company, and with the latter graduation, each member leaves the frame of the group and
walks their own path. In the audition program Star Tanjo!, those who passed and made their debut are called
as graduates. Masako Mori, Junko Sakurada, and Momoe Yamaguchi belonged to the same grade (third year
of junior high school) and made their debut as solo singers, but formed a trio named as Hana no Chusan Trio.
When they graduated from high school, they held a graduation concert to resolve the trio. After graduating
from high school, Hiromi Iwasaki, a graduate of Star Tanjo!, was given by the lyricist Yu Aku songs that
would be a challenge to overcome the barrier of 20 years old, graduate from an idol singer and mature as an
adult singer. When she became 20 years old Aku moved away from writing the lyrics of her single songs and
made her independent. Seiko Matsuda made her debut as an idol singer immediately after graduating from
high school at the age of 18, and from the following year Takashi Matsumoto continued to write the lyrics
for her singles and original albums. Matsumoto wrote the lyrics for Matsuda to overcome his younger sister’s
death. Through Matsuda’s singing songs written by Matsumoto, a special relationship was formed between
them. She continued to be an idol even after her marriage with Masaki Kanda and childbirth, and she wrote
lyrics by herself. She is still active as Eternal Idol even now, celebrating the 40th anniversary of her debut.
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