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The Olympic Games, Pestilence and Jigoro Kano

SANADA Hisashi *

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to describe the relationship between the Olympic Games and pestilence, focusing on the
ancient Olympic Games, Antwerp 1920 Games. It is clear that the ancient Olympic Games were built for the recovery
from the civil war and pestilence.

Antwerp 1920 Games were celebrated after the World War I and Spanish Influenza pandemic. IOC and the Organizing
Committee introduced the Olympic Symbol, Athletes’ Swear and Dove leaving for the first time in the opening ceremony.
These were the symbol of Solidarity, Fair-play and Peace. Olympism was visualized by these symbolic ceremonies
and Japanese athletes who participated in the Games learnted the sport spirit from the Games. Those three symbols are
succeeded to the Olympic Games up to now.

Jigoro Kano, chair of the Japanese Delegation, traveled in Europe and USA after the Games to discuss the international
situation after the war. He acknowledged that some were fear of the Japanese policy. Also, he learnted the seriousness of
the racial discrimination in USA. Kano presented the Seiryoku Zenyo and Jita Kyoei when the Judo Cultural Society was
founded in 1922. And he declared to abolish the racial prejudice to promote mutual human culture. In conclusion, the

Olympic Games after the war and pestilence promoted the Olympic spirit. We must learn it for the Tokyo 2020 Games.
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[ Later on Iphitus, of the line of Oxylus and
contemporary with Lycurgus, who drew up the code of
laws for the Lacedaemonians, arranged the games at
Olympia and re-established afresh the Olympic festival
and truce, after an interruption of uncertain length.
The reason for this interruption I will set forth when
my narrative deals with Olympia. At this time Greece
was grievously worn by internal strife and plague,
and it occurred to Iphitus to ask the god at Delphi for
deliverance from these evils. The story goes that the
Pythian priestess ordained that Iphitus himself and the

Eleans must renew the Olympic games.
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