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Analysis of “Certificate Program for the Development of Japanese Language
Learning Supporters” within the University of Tsukuba

Yuki OSADA Hiroshi MATSUZAKI Hiroko SAWADA
Miho IRIYAMA Takeo YOSHIDA

In recent years, the number of people learning Japanese, both in Japan and abroad, has increased and the
target audience has become more diverse than ever before.

The number of students of primary and lower secondary age in need of Japanese language instruction
has also increased to record highs. However, the rise in the dropout rate among high school students requiring
Japanese language instruction, the high rate of non-regular employment for those who later become employed,
and the low rate of these students entering universities have become social problems. These are all serious
challenges that require society to work together as a whole, in order to solve these problems.

It is an extremely important issue for our future multicultural society that the local community
comprehensively supports foreigners as everyday residents. The University of Tsukuba, as an organization that
is part of the regional community, has a social obligation to take the initiative in solving problems regarding
Japanese language education in Tsukuba City and Ibaraki Prefecture, as it has accepted many foreign students
and researchers.

Thus, the University of Tsukuba’s College of Japanese Language and Culture began offering a “Certificate
Program for the Development of Japanese Language Learning Supporters” from the 2019 academic year, under
the auspices of the Office for the Development of Professional Global Educators. This program awards a
certificate to students who earn at least 8 credits (4 or more from both the Academic and Teaching Courses),
ensuring that they have the most basic qualifications and skills required for Japanese language education.

In this paper, we discuss the history and philosophy behind the establishment of the certificate program,
and the social significance of education that universities can provide for the regional development of our future

multicultural society.





