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The Criticism of Heidegger's Interpretation of
Schelling’s Freedom Essay

Sachiko IGARASHI

It has long been pointed out by Heidegger that Schelling’s “freedom essay” (“Philosophical
Inquiries into the Essence of Human Freedom”) is not only the pinnacle of Schelling’s
philosophy, but also occupies a special place in German idealism and Western metaphysics
as a whole.

Heidegger took up Schelling in his lectures in the summer semester of 1936, in the first
semester of 1941, and in exercises in the summer semester of the same year. Surprisingly,
according to Ryosuke Ohashi, Heidegger’s interpretation is the only thematic discussion of
Schelling’s “Freedom essay” to date.

If Ohashi’s point is correct, then the true potential of Schelling’s thought took a century to
be discovered by Heidegger.

But Heidegger’s theory of Schelling, which attempted to give a legitimate status to
Schelling’s freedom essay, has also been curiously little discussed so far.

The purpose of this study is to show the structure of Schelling-Heidegger’s thought. For
this purpose, I will critically clarify the problem of Ohashi’s criticism of Heidegger, one of the

two main arguments in the few discussions of Heidegger’s Schelling theory.
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