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And Now for Something Completely Different about Satire
— Monty Python’s Satire and Its Historical Significances

Takahiro AKABANE

From 1969 to 1974 in BBC broadcasted the TV series of the cult comedy troupe
Monty Python (Pythons) whose sketches have been well-liked around the world
for both the new comedy method called “the stream of consciousness”, which
abolishes such British comedy customs as punch lines with the connection of one
sketch to another or bizarre animation, and the nonsense which arouses the laughter
of those who do not know the materials Pythons changed into hilarious skits.

Just because Pythons’ sketches seem so nonsensical that their purpose only
amuses the audience, does not mean that they are not satirical. In the 1960s was
booming satire led by Oxbridge comedians and writers in a youth counterculture
against the Establishment. With the Oxbridge satirists and before the beginning of
Monty Python’s Flying Circus, Pythons had been writing satire and performing it
on theatre, radio, and TV since they were an undergraduate at Oxbridge. A comedy
critic Stephen Wagg evaluates Pythons’ skits as “the most lasting and significant
contribution of the Oxbridge ‘satire movement’ to popular media culture”.

Therefore, by comparing Pythons’ satires and those of the Oxbridge satirical
leaders in the 1960s and introducing the idea of “the nonsense satire”, which is
Pythons’ one to expose the nonsense (or silliness) of the satirised objects that look
socially meaningful but indeed is not, this essay shows the two historical
significances of the nonsense satire. The first one is that the nonsense satire
lampoons the satirised objects with their representations so silly that those related
to the objects are discouraged to get enraged, thanks to which the nonsense satire
is easier to spread. The other is that the nonsense satire is suitable for TV through
which an indefinite number of people receive information, so the nonsense satire

expands the strata of those who enjoy the objects Pythons satirise.





