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The Motivation toward Multi-cultural Co-existence:

The Perspective of Japanese Supporters of the Turkish Kurd Community in “Warabistan”
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As the number of foreign residents in Japan with various backgrounds increases, these residents
have been creating their own communities throughout the country. In a study of these multicultural
communities, Inagaki (2012) points out that the discussion thus far has mainly focused on how these
foreign residents as guests can adapt to Japanese society as the host. However, if foreign residents decide
to live in their community in Japan, the continued use of their own language and culture hinders their
adaptation to Japanese society.

In consideration of these issues, to realize a society with multicultural co-existence, Katayama (2018,
2019, 2020a, 2020b) posits that the following are essential: The establishment of effective communication
via mutually understandable Japanese (Wakari aeru Nihongo) between guests and host. Katayama also
emphasizes the importance of the following three factors: establishing communication methods; creating
and increasing opportunities for contact between foreign and Japanese residents; and motivating foreign
and Japanese residents to make acquaintance with and communicate with each other.

In the debate on multicultural co-existence, the idea of an “integrated” society as proposed by Berry
(1997) is generally considered to be the ideal. However, in seeking to achieve this “integrated” society,
some degree of “acculturation” cannot be avoided by either the guests or the host.

Therefore, in this study, the author will focus on the motivation for the host. For this purpose, the author
interviewed Japanese supporters helping a Turkish Kurd community “Warabistan” near JR Warabi station
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in Saitama Prefecture. The obtained data was described by using a life story study method to reveal the
motivations that have led these supporters to give assistance to Turkish Kurds. Then these motivations
were categorized into six stages according to the Developmental Model of Intercultural Sensitivity
introduced by Bennett (1986) to clarify how changes in the supporters’ responses to a different culture led
to their desire to support this group of foreign residents.
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