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‘ a direet inheritor of a central tradition in English fiction — the
socio-moral tradition, concerned with the moral analysis of life in soci-
ety ; seen in this light, he carries on the habitual concerns of story-
telters from Jane Austen to Forster, ¥
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In October 1976, Angus wrote a review for Gay News of two
books, one on E.M.Forster, one on Lawrence of Arabia, in which he re-
newed his anti-Forster campaign —— he attacks Forster for having

said that Lawrence’s bare, donnish, monastic room at Clouds Hill was
“the real framework” of Lawrence’s spirit, without mentioning the per-
tinent fact that it was in this room that Lawrence hired a bewildered
fellow recruit, John Bruce, to beat him until the blood ran, Bruce had
been reluctant to perform this task, but Lawrence had invented a per-
suagive fantagy in which a mythical sinister rich unecle had insisted on
this punishment. To Angus, the room at Clouds Hill looked like a tor-
ture cell.”
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¢ Got a light, please ? He turned to see a thin-faced young man
with long dark hair, He offered his box, and as the young man lit his
cigarette, he noticed that he was smiling in confident , sexy invitation.
‘Lovely evening,’ he said, but Bernard turned away. This, he thought,
is the kind of second-rateness ....

Bernard was startled from the wider, historical application of his
easay in self-defence by a firmly enunciating, slightly Cockney voice,
‘Excuse me, sir, I'm a police officer. We are charging this man with
importuning, I have had gecasion to notice that he approached you a
few minutes ago. I should be glad to know if you wish to offer further
evidence against him.” Bernard’s eyes riveted upon the face of the
young man with long dark hair, His underlip was trembling, his eyes
— over-large with terror — were on the point of tears. His arms
were held tightly by the speaker. Bernard looked up at him. Tt was
the young man with the mackintosh.

¢ Certainly not, ’ he said, ‘ he only asked me for a match.’ ®
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