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An examination of the period when the concept of Japanese Classics
was introduced to the Japanese educational system

Yuichiro YAGI

This report examines when the concept of Japanese Classics was introduced to the
Japanese educational system. Research methods included analysis of factors that caused
systemic changes in Japanese Classics based on various data and a detailed investigation
of the changes in the composition of educational materials in text books. Japanese
Classics were first introduced to the educational system in 1944, an educational system
implemented during the Pacific War. As the war intensified, a curriculum was created in
order to raise the people’s level of patriotism. At that time, the keyword was Japanese
Classics. With Japanese Classics, the aim was Cultivation of Nationalism of the Japanese
people. Japanese Classics were regarded as important to the system of 1944. However,
when referring to the concept of the introduction of Japanese Classics, it is important to
note the systems of 1937 and 1931. First, a policy that considers Japanese Classics
important to the Cultivation of Nationalism was already manifested in the system of
1937. This is from the explanation of the Ministry of Education, Science and Culture at
that time. Furthermore, the concept of Japanese Classics was an already shared idea
among leading scholars of the time, as known from a discussion of the introductory
process to the educational system of 1931. Therefore, we arrive at the conclusion that the
concept of the introduction of Japanese Classics to the Japanese educational system can
be traced back to 1931.
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