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An Empirical Study on the Effect of Intercultural Learning
through Primary School English

Hyun-Sook KIM

This study was conducted to suggest the desirable form of intercultural learning in
primary school English curriculums by surveying the graduates of A Primary School
who are currently taking higher curriculums to trace and analyze the results of
intercultural learning in the past three times.

Asking the question as to why Japan introduced foreign language conversation in
primary schools’ “Period for Integrated Study” as a part of international understanding
education in 2002, this study chose a school where it is possible to examine the effect of
“direct interaction with foreigners” as a part of intercultural learning and surveyed its
graduates for the past three times. To clarify the influence of “direct interaction with
foreigners” and importance of intercultural learning in the curriculums on students’
English learning and intercultural awareness, the graduates of A Primary School were
traced and surveyed for an analysis.

As a result, it was found that intercultural learning in primary school English
curriculums, especially direct interaction with foreigners, builds foundation for students’
intercultural communication competence and influences students’ intercultural awareness
and an emotional part of foreign language learning. The importance and composition of
intercultural learning in the curriculums also influenced students’ intercultural
awareness. However, there was a significant difference in the degree of effect as it was
more influential on girls. Considering that intercultural learning is a potential motivation
to primary students’ desire to learn English in middle school, it would be necessary to
clarify the reason why it has less influence on boys and apply the results to improving

middle school English curriculums.
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