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Basis of deciding curriculum in prewar Japanese education

Yuichiro YAGI

Discuss the statute that provided Japanese secondary educational content from 1900’s
to 1930’s. This statute was established in 1902, and revised in 1911 and 1931. Since the
provision in each statute is an important index to trace the formation process of Japanese
Classics concept in Japanese education, the purpose of this writing is to reveal factors
that brought about changes in such provision. For method of study, the articles and
accounts published in journals at that time were used as clues in order to examine the
provision of each statute and factors of revision. Consequently, it has led to following
consideration. First of all, the coverage limitation of Reading and set up of Literary
History in the statute of 1902 enabled to discover functional differentiation of Japanese
and Japanese Classics. Next, the Literary History was removed from principal list of
1911, because intention to improve junior high school educational content was reflected.
This period could be said as period wherein Japanese Classics was kept away from
Japanese education. Furthermore, the coverage limitation of Reading in principal list of
1931 was eliminated due to fixation of Modern Japanese concept that also brought about
the formation of Japanese Classics at the same time. Japanese Classics, as one course in
Japanese education system, was set up in the Course of Study in 1960. However, the
formation process of Japanese Classics concept could be traced from curriculum changes
of Reading indicated by the statute. Namely, the borderline of Japanese and Japanese
Classics that occurred in 1902 would shift to 1931. Moreover, this process also represents
core basis in selection of educational material has transferred from “Standard of
Writings” to “Cultivation of Nationalism”. The above progress can be discovered in

prehistory of Japanese Classics establishment in the Course of Study.
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