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New Education Practice in the Tsukuba First Elementary School,
Ibaraki in 1950s: Curriculum Plan and Self-learning Character

Hyunjin KIM, Masanori SHINOZAKI and Mari KOKUBU

The purpose of this paper is to clarify curriculum plan and self-learning development
in the Tsukuba First Elementary School in 1950s. We analyzed documents mainly. The
results of this paper are as follows:

1. The Tsukuba First Elementary School began the Life Curriculum in the early 1950s,
but afterwards moved to the Life centered Subject Curriculum.

2. In early post-World War II period, the Tsukuba First Elementary School adopted Self-
learning, one method of New Education. Moreover by interchange with the Seijo
Gakuen since 1950, the Tsukuba First Elementary School had been developing Self-
learning in Japanese and Arithmetic.

3. Between the Seijo Gakuen and the Tsukuba First Elementary School, the similarities of
Self-learning are O the name of Jiyu Shindo Gakushu, @ the teaching method based
on equal time to each student, @ the introduction of group learning.

4. In comparison with Self-learning of the Seijo Gakuen, that of the Tsukuba First
Elementary School is characterized by the concept of YAKUSOKU (promise) as
learning aim, an evaluation method as oral test, an emphasis of the guidance.

As above, the Tsukuba First Elementary School developed Self-learning based on the
Life centered Subject Curriculum while accepting from Seijo Gakuen. As the reason why
the Tsukuba First Elementary School, one public school in the local city, was able to
perform such an educational practice, we point out the organization of the teacher group

and the character of the principal.
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