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Analysis of Discussion Process about Curricularization of Extracurricular
Club Activities: Focusing on Discussions at the Central Council
for Education between 2001 and 2008

Taku KAMIYA

Statements about extracurricular club activities were deleted from Japan’s Course of
Study for Lower Secondary School in 1998 and from that for Upper Secondary School in
1999. But reviews were again undertaken and the General Rules of the 2008 Revised
Course of Study for Lower Secondary School indicate a policy whereby extracurricular
club activities should be linked to official curriculum activities at school, and
implemented with the close cooperation of related local organizations.

Although discussions at the Central Council for Education were closely related to the
inclusion of extracurricular club activities during the revision, the discussion process has
yet to be analyzed. Therefore, this study aims at identifying the reasons for this inclusion
in the 2008 revised Course of Study by analyzing the discussions from the general
meeting of the Council on February 1, 2001, held for the first time after the 1998 revision
of the Course of Study, to the meeting on January 17, 2008, where the final decision was
made to include a statement about extracurricular club activities in the newly revised
Course of Study. The analysis has found the following reasons:

1. To improve the actual situation where teachers have to engage in extracurricular club
activities despite such activities not being mentioned in the previous Course of Study

2. To promote the development of students’ physical strength and moral education
through the school education system as a whole by clearly positioning such activities
in the General Rules

3. Because the discussions on the inclusion of extracurricular club activities in extraclass

activities were insufficiently thorough
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