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Research on suru-type verb + derived adverb
for linguistics education for new-comer children

Tomoaki SENOO

There are some verbs in Japanese which are expressed by forming a light-verb called
suru. In order to improve the children’s CALP (Cognitive Academic Language
Proficiency) performance, I made a proposal in regards to Senoo (2007b). I pointed out the
requirement to add an independent suru-type verb to Chinese character nouns. In this
draft, I focused my research on adverb+suru type verbs. The following are examples of
suru-type verb + derived adverh:

(1) jitabata suru

(2) tajitaji suru

From lexical-semantics stand point of view, Kageyama (2006) has detailed
classification and he pointed out that Japanese mimetic verbs have 7 types of lexical-
semantic structures. Although this classification makes complete sense from the
linguistics point of view, it is difficult to apply in an educational program. I think it is
much more efficient if the authors classify this vocabulary by following the root of the
meaning. As a conclusion, suru-type verb + derived adverb can be broken down into 2
basic types: @ ACT @ STATE. @ are mainly mimetic adverbs and @ are mainly
evaluation adverbs. Further, from the point of the semantic roles of its subject, the verbs

of @ are subdivided into two types: (a) ‘Mental State’ and (b) ‘Description of Situation’.
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