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From what kind of viewpoint does media education view students?:
Consideration from the social constructionism

Kimi ISHIDA
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From what kind of viewpoint does media education view students?:
Consideration from the social constructionism

Kimi ISHIDA

Media education has two theoretical positions. One is the position of “protectionist
approach,” which sees students are passive victims of media influence. The other is the
position of “student-centered approach,” which doesn’t see media ‘is inevitably harmful,
and tries to begin education from the students' existing knowledge and experience of
media.

The purpose of this article is to find the common viewpoint which both positions
share and suggest an alternative viewpoint which can solve the problems that exist
between these two theories.

From the examination of both theoretical backgrounds, we find they share the idea
that, “the students are influenced by culture and society,” which is to see students as
playing a passive role in media culture.

However, recent studies on media audience (in particular audiences in cultural
studies) find that an audience is not always passive, but that the audience takes a creative
role in media culture. The concept of “audience” is mere fiction.

From what point of view should we see the students? Social Construcionist Kenneth J.
Gergen made several important statements on this question. He suggests a third
analytical approach to media. Instead of seeing the audience as passive victims, the third
analytical approach sees audience is involved in the “maelstrom of meaning.” In the
“maelstrom of meaning,” the audience is influenced by socio—cultural meaning which
already exists while actively creating their own meaning. These aspects are two sides of
the process we use to construct our “reality” in our everyday lives. From this argument,
we can find the alternative viewpoint that the students construct their own “reality.”

This article suggests that Media Education should draw attention to the creativity of
students. It is useful to focus on the students’ construction of “reality” to develop the

discussion based on the students' actual experience in media culture.
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