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A study of competitive advance systems for canoe-sprint athletes in Japan.

KURIMOTO Nobukazu, YOSHIDA Akira
Abstract

This study aimed to understand the support systems that might better enable canoe-sprint athletes in Japan
to win Olympic medals. First, the 12 most successful countries from the results of the past 17 Olympics were
identified. Interviews with Japanese canoe officials and coaches suggested that important support factors in
those 12 countries included “spirit of athletes,” “support staff,” “developmental systems,” and “information.”
They also identified Hungary as the world's top country in canoe-sprint competition. In the second phase of
this study, interview was conducted with a Hungarian coach of the Canadian team during the World Canoe-
Sprint Championships in Canada. These interviews provided information on the support strategies that exist
in Hungary, such as the fact that there are many canoe clubs with professional coaches and developmental sys-
tem. Lastly, the data from a 34-item questionnaire administered to Japanese canoe-sprint experts showed that
“acquisition of sponsors,” “abundant support funds,” “appeal for mass communications,” “development of
professional coaches,” and “organizational support™ are important factors in success. The results suggest that

strategic management on the part of organization is necessary in Japan.

Keywords - Canoe-sprint, sport management, developmental system, human resources, competitive
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