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Network analysis of teachers in an elementary school

Katsuyuki Tokumasu and Yuji Moro (Instifute of Psychology, Graduate School of Comprehensive
Human Sciences, Doctoral Program in Psychology, University of Tsukuba, Tsukuba 305-8572, Japan)

The main purpose of this paper is to investigate the network between teachers in an elementary

school in the Kanto region. In this paper, we seek to map out the consultation network within the
school through network analysis (Yasuda, 1999, 2001) using a fictitious problem about teaching
practices. The results indicate that young and inexperienced teachers approach many other teachers for

advice. In contrast, although experienced teachers are approached for advice by many other teachers,
they themselves only consult with a few other teachers. It would, therefore, appear that decisions
about whom to consult with are mediated by role or position within the practice community. Moreover,
the principal, vice-principals, and supervising teachers are central to the practice network, because they
are approached for advice by many other teachers. Accordingly, it is important to consider Foucault's

notion of power problems.
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