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The design of folklore study in Japan is a little different from the ones in European
countries or the US. For western folklorists, folklore has been traditional art, literature, music,
and so on, whereas Japanese folklorists have been interested in social or economic systems
more than western scholars have. This writer considers two reasons for this situation. One is
the teaching by YANAGITA Kunio who was the creator and leader of folklore study in Japan.
Another is the history of folkloric ethnography. Japanese folklore study has made progress
through many folkloric descriptions in rural society all over Japan.

We will find some tendencies when we review the research history of these fifty years.
First is the change of scholars’ concern from the rural to the urban. In the 1960s, Japanese
society experienced so big an economic growth that a lot of country villages disappeared and
people’s life style urbanized radically. In present days research about modernized or urban life
of people has been increasing.

Second, the newest trend is the change of the subject from established systems or formal
ceremonies to individualities. In the country, people live under rules and rites that they made
with their neighbors of the same village. But in cities, many people live separately but by the
official services and economic systems. So analyses about individual cases have become more
important than in former days.

The word individualities has two meanings. One is behavior by each person, and another
is individual occurrence. Scholars have come to study Japanese folklore through specific cases

about concrete behaviors and occurrences by individual people.
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