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Confirming the Range of Religious Studies:
Ken Wilber as a Clue

Hirofumi TSUSHIRO

In religious studies, various researches by various methods on respective assignments have
been worked out in so many fields, which had been necessarily enclosed for the sake of
efficiencies or due to restricted abilities. Serious denial of other assignments may happen by
forgetting such condition. It must be remembered anew that we have many methods, many
assignments in many fields. For that purpose, to set multilayered visions everywhere in the
working process might be effective. We can refer to Ken Wilber in his middle age as one of
such visionaries. In his four quadrants, sociological, psychological and other approaches to
religious phenomena can be situated according to their respective viewpoints and effective
ranges. The relation between ‘religion and society’ can be argued in terms of ‘legitimacy’, by
contrast the relation between ‘religion and otherworld may be argued in terms of
‘authenticity’. Interrelation of both relations could be well connectedly argued across the four
quadrants.
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