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The Region, State, and World in contrast to the Learning Activities
of Young Men in Old Yumoto Village, Iwaki County,
Fukushima Prefecture

Yuji HIRATA

This paper examines the development and the characteristics of the learning activities of young men in old
Yumoto Village, Iwaki County (present day Yumoto Town, Iwaki City) in Fukushima Prefecture, focusing on the
modern transformation of the region, state, and the world. Yumoto Village was known as a coal production
village which was part of the Joban Coalfield. The village supported the development of the Keihin industrial
area through the early modern periods and also prospered as a hot spring. The coal mining industry was a key
industry during this period of modernization and the village contributed to the development and rise of modern
Japanese capitalism. The hot spring secured the livelihoods of the village and was the point of community
cohesion. However, following the Russo-Japanese War, the discharge of thermal waters decreased drastically
due to coal mining operations.

This paper examines the Yumoto Young Men'’s Research Society (Yumoto Seinen Kenkyuukai) which was a
voluntarily organized learning circle. Main members of the Society included the sons of old wealthy families
who ran the hot spring industry. As young leaders of the village community, these elite young men also
attended the Iwaki middle school. Within this society, they held regular meetings, mostly giving speeches,
which led to self-development and mutual learning. When exploitation of the coal mines caused a decline in the
hot springs, these men rose up and started concrete actions to protect the hot spring industry. However, these
young men could not expand their horizons beyond their own community, and lacked ideas for objective
thinking and could not attain a level for grasping the source of their problems and identity formation which
would provide structural insight into the relationships of region, state, and world. As community cohesion was
their highest priority, the idea of solidarity with the plight of the mineworkers never developed.
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