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A Practical and Theoretical Examination on Student Guidance
Fostering Students’ Autonomy: focusing on “Socialization”
and “Education” in Luhmann’s Theory

Jun HAYASAKA

This article examines the mechanism of fostering students’ autonomy with student guidance from the
perspective of foreign teachers.

It is thought that students’ autonomy might be contradictory to student guidance, since student guidance,
especially with specific instruction, could bring about heteronomy as a result. In order to break this bottleneck,
the author aims at an implicit type of student guidance, using a framework developed from Luhmann’s theory.

First, the author breaks down student guidance into 16 categories, and then draws on the experiences of
two students adopting the 16 categories of student guidance. For one student, guidance is “non-verbal, preventive,
developmental, implicit, abstract and intended.” For the second student, guidance i1s “non-verbal, preventive,
developmental, implicit, abstract and unintended.”

Second, the author confirms the difference between “Socialization” and “Education” in Luhmann’s theory
in addition to the different usage of “Communication” by Luhmann and connects the concept of “Education”
with “non-verbal, preventive, developmental, implicit, abstract and intended” student guidance, and the concept
of “Socialization” with “non-verbal, preventive, developmental, implicit, abstract and unintended” student
guidance.

Third, the author selects several interesting cases observed through fieldwork at a high school. The author
sees students making order autonomously.

Last, the author concludes that students’ autonomy can be fostered not only with “Education” but with

“Socialization.”
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