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A study of “Kokonhaikai-meijigohyakudai”

Madoka SUZUKI, Toyoaki WATANUKI
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Abstract
“Kokonhaikai-meijigohyakudai” is the anthology of Haiku which was published in 1879 (Meiji 12). It
was edited by Azuma Kyokusai, who was a master of Haiku in the Meiji era. Our research on this book
at several libraries revealed the following:
1. This anthology went through four editions.
2. Its seasons follow the solar calendar. And it contains new themes of Haiku too, which com-
posed in the Meiji period.
3. It holds a list which consists of a Haiku name, an address and a real name of Haiku poets. This
list was revised as the book changed its edition.
4. It also has a list of the bookstores which sold this anthology.
5. Some editions attach an advertisement for other Haiku anthologies.
6. Two sequels were published afterward.
1 and 6 show a popularity of this book in those days. 2 - 5 can be information to know some situations
of Haiku poets in the early Meiji era, though they are limited. Thus, this “Kokonhaikai-meijigohyakudai”
can be one of the significant sources to understand Haiku culture in the early Meiji period.
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