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Research Papers in Economics (RePEc) is a subject repository to promote scholarly 

communication in economics. It provides bibliographic information and links to full text of 

online economic materials including 240,000 working papers (WPs). Some Japanese 

institutions have added their contents to gain more repository users. 

The authors analyzed usage logs of WPs in Hitotsubashi University Repository 

(HERMES-IR) and Academic Research Repository at the Institute of Developing Economies 

(ARRIDE) to reveal RePEc’s impact on the use of WPs in institutional repositories. The analysis 

revealed that the use of WPs which were added to RePEc was double that of not added. In 

particular, the use of papers written in English increased significantly and many of their users 

were from abroad. However, papers written in Japanese did not gain much use from RePEc. 

RePEc has a strong impact on English papers and users from abroad, and a little impact on 

Japanese papers and Japanese users.
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