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Development of Life Supporting Activities
for Foreign Residents in Matsumoto

Taro FUTAMURA

This study examines the development of life supporting activities for foreign residents in
Matsumoto. The shortage in the labor force became a serious problem in Japan with the growth of the so-
called “Bubble Economies” in late 1980s. The Japanese government revised the Immigration Control
and Refugee Recognition Act (ICRR) in 1985 to make up for the shortage. The in-migrants of foreigners
mmmmmamamm“mmmmwm
maﬁngaﬁﬁng.Mmhsumoﬁﬁermshsbemdispensedbythebmlgwammtumime
agencies.

Before the early 1980’s, Koreans, forced to come in as laborers during World War II, dominated the
foreignpopulationsinMatsumoto.Howeve:afterthereviskmoflCRRact.manypeqﬂeﬁunSwthast
Asia and Brazil migrated, not only to Japan, but also to Matsumoto region, one of the biggest industrial
@mmmjmmummmmmmmmmmmmmm
vocations, which contributed hugely in sustaining the economic prosperity.

hotdamsumortforeigler'sthﬂyﬁv&s,theMamumtoChambﬂdenmﬂmaﬂhﬂm
established a project in 1989, which aimed to assist foreigners in a variety of aspects. There were three
subjedshswpoﬂd&emojed:smatdhfmmﬁm,chﬂyﬁk,aﬂmdhlmmmh
medical support, also called “Foreigner’s 119 Medical System”, organized volunteer language translation
group called “Edelweiss”. The members of the group helped foreigners whenever they needed help in
communicating with a medical doctor.

After several successful years, the support diminished. The project itself did not attract foreigners
in Matsumoto due to lack of advertising and grants. Such attempts, however, should be considered as
pme.hmm@mksjmnmymmmgmmmmm%w
dwysbememredmhelpmﬂnwhmevureqdreiTomm&sduﬂymnpﬁshmmmme
interaction and communication between local Japanese residents and foreign residents will be more
important than ever.

Keywmds:Matsmnoto,Rxeigners,lifeSmwﬁngAcﬁviﬁes.Exeigner's 119 medical system



