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Positioning the Dead
—between Religious Studies and Modern Spiritualism—

Hirofumi TSUSHIRO

There is no doubt ‘the death’ is one of the most important religious problems. In religious
studies also ‘the death’ has been treated as one of the most important issues, but how about
the positioning of ‘the dead’ ?

In this paper, I try to analyze Max Muller on‘sense’ and ‘belief of religion, ‘the perception of
the infinite’ (Ch. 1). Although Muller emphasized ‘the dead’, I think he failed to build ‘the dead’
into his theory organically (Ch. 2). John Hick argued ‘the dead’ with reference to Christology in
his study on religious pluralism (Ch. 3). Seeing Hick mentioned Wilfred Cantwell Smith as his
forerunner, we must consider Smith’s study on religion, but in vain. Hick seems to owe much
more on Muller rather than Smith. (Ch. 4). On the basis of these analyses but in another
direction, I discuss how the religious persons and students consider about the relation between
human purposes and there supporters (Ch. 5), then further discuss the relation of the two by
taking Modern Spiritualism into consideration (Ch. 6).

Finally, I point out the resemblance between Modern Spiritualism and Muller and Hick in
terms of Christology (Ch. 7). The consistent concern of mine is how to position ‘the dead’ in

religious studies.

Keyword: The dead, Modern Spiritualism, Christology, Max Muller, John Hick, Wilfred
Cantwell Smith
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